
The more we think of it, the more are we convinced of the
necessity of a greater degree of union than ever has yet existed
among us. We may weary our readers with our appeals ; but
we can, nevertheless, not pretermit every suitable opportunity of
urging them to think for themselves on the all-important topic of

their religion. Let them look at what occurs around them ; and

what do they see ? Precisely what might be expected : some

congregations having no ministers, others seeking some one to

preside over them ; some reforming this custom, some the other ;

whilst some profess to be attached to the ancient order of things,

and others desire nothing but change. And what do we see in

resoect to individual religion '? Again, what might be expected :
a great degree of diversity in conduct, much greater than it

ought to be, greater than it would be, had we an authorized

church government, which could exhort and admonish with the

weight of popular support to give importance to its appeals.

What are now the local ministers, even the best of them

thing but the breath of the people ; appointed by them at their own

pleasure and option, and generally reducible again to 
the com-

mon level bv the voice of those who elected them. 
Now, we

entirely approve of independent congregations, of the 
tree choice

of the respective delegates of the people to the Throne 
of Grace,

as Jewish ministers should of right be, agreeable 
to those whom

thev represent. But we entirely dissent to the 
propriety of

choosing them for arbitrary qualifications, which 
each separate

VOL. VI. Ô
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community judges of for itself, without any regard to the opi-
nions of other Israelites. So also do we thoroughly disapprove
of the state of dependence in which the ministers are kept. If
they reprove eloquently and fearlessly their flocks, they run the
risk of being left unprovided for on the first opportunity which
offers itself to have them pass before the public criticism ; and
we have yet to learn that it is right to expect more self-devotion
and disregard of private interests among ourselves than other
communities. We candidly assure our readers that we detest a
hireling ministry where men assume office for the sake of a
genteel support to be secured to them from the public treasure
for their clerical services ; such as these, educated to look, as
soon as they have finished their studies, to a public preferment,
may aspire to the same without having any more zeal or sin-
cerity in their profession than can be conveniently exhibited
outwardly for the sake of obtaining the requisite popularity, and
consequent patronage. But this does not say that those who
have been chosen, because the people have confidence in them ,
shall be kept in a state of subjection absolutely impairing their
usefulness. It is true that, occasionally, you meet with men who
are fearless like the lion ; who will go on their mission of duty
regardless of all injury likely to result to themselves. But you
have no right so to tax human frailty, or to expect of your min־
isters an almost superhuman devotion. When a man looks at
home on the helpless wife and tender babes depending altogether
on his support, and then feels that his continuance in office
depends on the will and pleasure of those who elected him : how
can we expect of him to risk his whole dependence by speaking
to the unwilling ears of his electors bitter words which must in
all probability not prove agreeable to them ? You may say what
you please, that a minister, to be worthy of his calling, ought to
be above paltry considerations for things of this world. But you
wish him to be an angel, whilst you permit yourselves all the
indulgences, both moral and physical, which your fancy can
desire. You live in fine houses; roll at ease over the frozen
ground in your carriages ; you send your children to schools
and academies to learn all the elegancies and sciences of modern
times ; but your minister must support himself on a bare pittance,
though you expect of him to live becoming his station ; you ex-



pect him to be high-minded, bold, and independent, while his
heart is distracted with care for the dark prospects of his house-
hold ; and at length you expect that he will reprove not you,
because you do not want that, for are you not quite holy in your
estimation ?—but all others who offend against religion: whilst at
the same time you would each join in a crusade against him for
exceeding his authority, in speaking too fearlessly the message of
life with which he is charged in virtue of his office. Every one
can doubtlessly recollect instances where the like has occurred ;
and we therefore ask him on his conscience, Is there no remedy ?
We think that a religious and independent ministry can be

established without limiting theindependence of the congregations;
but it can only be done when the minister, once chosen, is
secured against the malevolence of a few whom his religious
teaching might offend; and when congregations will elect only
those who have, by a strict examination of their past course and
attainments, proved themselves worthy of being placed at the
head of the people. But the very evidence of qualification ought
to proceed from some competent authority, from those fully
qualified to decide on the amount of attainments which should be
required for a Jewish minister. And how is this to be done ?

Simply by a duly appointed central religious authority, to whom

all matters of question as regards our duties should be referred ;

not so much a council of Rabbins, as are the Chief Rabbi of

England and his dayanim, as a committee of men selected by

the universal voice of Israelites in all parts of America, as those

in whom the people have the confidence to refer to them the

questions concerning Judaism which may recur from time to

time. It would be premature in us to speak of the constitution

of such a central religious board; but this much we may state

at once —that it would be highly useful were a resolution to be

adopted, that no one should be appointed to become a minister 
of

any congregation who has not been approved of as competent

after a careful examination by these ecclesiastical chiefs. 
Such

approved ministers might then be chosen by ail places where

there are vacancies, and their office should be .secured 
to them ,

as is the law and custom of the Jews, although 
frequently not

acted upon in this country and elsewhere, during 
good beha-

viour; by which means the people would 
be secure in being well



represented, and the public servants would be enabled to follow

up the dictates of their conscience without the fear of man, and

speak boldly and act independently, as becomes those devoted to

the service of the Most High.
But the very foundation of such a board, and consequently of

such a ministry, must be laid in a firm union of all the American

congregations, to be represented by a suitable number of dele-

gates to form, if you will call it so, a chamber of deputies. A

delegation sent out and confided in by the various congregations

would be amply competent, whether they be the present minis-

ters or lay delegates, to recommend to the people such regula-

tions for general action as their wisdom might find good after

an interchange of opinions, and a deliberate consulting of each

other's views and experience. Let us suppose that one of the

measures should be the appointment of an ecclesiastical chief,

with two or more assistants, to constitute together a board on

all matters relating to public worship, marriages, divorces, and

the usual legal questions which should be decided only by those

who have made the law of God their study through life; we ask

what could be better than this very feature in our internal admi-

nistration ? would it not give consistency to our religious pros-

perity ? insure a faithful execution of the ceremonial law when-

ever a case of doubt should arise, and provide us with means of

having a clear evidence of the qualifications of candidates who

might wish to become our ministers 1 We care not how much you

circumscribe the authority of the board,—whether you will allowr

them any control over the various Synagogues and their officers;

or merely grant them the right to advise; or leave them at

last no other pow'er than to answer when asked a question, and

to grant a certificate of qualification, or to refuse giving it, as

circumstances may demand, when required to examine candi-

dates for the offices of minister in general, or Hazan, Shochet,

lecturer, or teacher in particular: it is all the same so far as the

public is concerned, provided we have those whose decisions and

opinions will have such weight and authority that no one will

dare lightly to gainsay the answers elicited or traduce the cha"

racter of those who give them.
But how is it now ? Let those answer who deem a union

unnecessary, or as threatening danger to Jewish institutions. We



will enlighten them in the mean time, till they can settle the
matter to their satisfaction. When a case of conscience occurs,
we have great difficulty in having it elucidated; we have but
few to whom we have a right to apply, or who are properly
authorized to act in the premises. But a decision has to be
given ; and the consequence is, that it is either disputed, or it
must be verified by an appeal to some European Chief Rabbi,
not to those among us, who have perhaps equal knowledge as
those abroad, because the latter are legally and truly in autho-
rity as judges under the law of God, whilst the former are
merely learned but not accepted by the people. The humble
writer of this has had, before this, to decide grave questions on
the spur of the moment, to the best of his abilities and informa-
tion, in abstruse questions of law and fact, a branch of study for

which neither his education nor his attainments by self-improve-

ment in the least qualified him ; he had, nevertheless, to break

through his positive determination to confine himself to that for

which he was qualified and elected. The consequence which

might be expected was as stated above: an appeal had to be

taken to the authorities at London ; and it was only after repeated

applications that an answer was at length obtained, after several

years' delay, from the present Rabbi, Dr. Adler, in the main affirm-

ing the legality of the opinions given as above. All this is evidently

wrong. We are admonished to apply, in all matters of doubt,

to the judge who may be at the time in office. (See Deut. xvii.)

Now, whilst the Israelites lived together in Palestine, one chie
f

tribunal was alone sufficient to decide in all cases of doubt, and

an appeal from the local tribunals could be easily and speedily

carried up to Jerusalem. But now, when we are scattered all

over the world, it seems to us a grave imputation against 
the

zeal and intelligence of any considerable body of 
Jews to be

without a tribunal of their own, and 1" their immediate neigh-

bourhood, to which they could refer at all times 
and receive

proper answers as a right, not as a gracious 
favour, uur

readers are not, perhaps, aware, that the Chief 
Rabbi of England

as a rule will not answer a minister or any 
private person from

abroad, and only attend to questions emanating 
oW â

congregation. Perhaps necessity may have imposed 
this re c-

tive rule on the gentlemen 1" authority there. 
We are not willing

45*



to be made the instruments of casting censure on those whom
we respect, and whose decisions have, for us, binding weight
and authority. But we say it in all due deference, that for one,
we want some generally acknowledged chief residing among us,
and thereby accessible to us and all other Israelites, whenever
something occurs of which the decision is not as readily within
the reach of general information. It is an error that local
ministers are or can be perfectly versed in casuistic theology.
The field is too wide to be embraced by one who gives it not his
constant attention. But the minister of every congregation,
though not, of course, excluded from participating in deep study,
is necessarily too often interrupted by official outdoor duties, to

devote sufficient time to become a proficient in all that is needed ;
especially if he unites in his own person the office of reader of
the Synagogue and preacher, and superintends, if occasion de-
mands, the religious education of the younger branches. We

really wish that the minister's time should be wholly occupied in
the discharge of public duties ; that he should be wholly devoted
to his calling ; and for one we ask for no remission of labour,
whenever it can be made useful; and we will do our colleagues,

everywhere in this country, the justice to maintain that all of
them are devoted to their duties, and as efficient as their circum-
stances will permit them. But no one has a right to expect of

them a perfection in all things ; and hence, attainments beyond

their reach ought not to be looked for in them. We say, there-
fore, appoint some of superior knowledge, to be a higher court

of resort to the local ministers, that they may be properly guided

in all matters of doubt, and be watched over in turn by those

whom they are bound to respect, by inclination and duty ; whilst

the people would have the same means of attaining a higher

knowledge of divine things, and have an assurance that the

ministers with whom they are in daily intercourse are deserving

of their support and confidence,—as we will not believe that a
Jewish ecclesiastical chief would be wicked enough to wink at

any misdeeds of his subordinates, and screen them by the weight

of his authority from the deserved censure of the people.
The establishment of a regular ministry is, however, but one

of the fruits of a union of congregations. Other matters, in which

we are now totally deficient, demand our attention, and we owe



it to ourselves to remedy evils which are to be reached by a pro-
per effort. Our readers must know as well as we, that a con־
siderable number of native Israelites have been lost to our per-
suasion through an intermixture with the gentiles. Mind, we
do not say conversions, for these are rare indeed ; but we refer
to a gradual and insensible decay of Judaism in themselves or
their guardians. Especially has this been the case with the poor
on one side, and the rich on the other. Extremes in this have
met, as in other cases; and the cause probably may be found in
the fact that the former had no means of religious education, and
the latter fancied that the Jews whom they knew were not worthy
of forming an alliance with them, wherefore they sought a union
with those foreign to our faith. Poverty is a severe trial to any
man's consistency ; but not less so is wrealth. The poor may
from some cause or other be excluded from society ; the rich

exclude themselves from those they fancy inferior. Yet in the

eyes of the Lord they are all alike; and hence the manifest in-
justice of excluding and being excluded . The poor and the

middle classes must be raised, to be placed on an equality with

each other, and then to be made equal to the rich, not by equal-

ising wealth, not by lowering the elevated, but by raising the

standard of humanity in those below, that they may be placed on

a higher platform. WTe want to level upward, but have no fancy

for a levelling downward. The rich may, for all we know—for
I 1 11- - - we cannot estimate the feelings which we never had the means י • 1 "

of experiencing in our person—the rich then may fancy that they

are superior in all things to those less endowed with gold ; the

children of such may imagine that they are better than those of

poorer parents ; and thus we may have among us alread y an

aristocracy of wealth, or rather, one based on wealth in actual

possession or already flown away ; for even the recollection of

former importance in the family endows the descendants 
with a

large idea of superior importance, and they cannot, 
for al l then

present poverty, resolve to treat, as equals those who are yet

humble 01־ are already rising in importance. We 
acknowledge

this more in sorrow than in anger, that we may 
have difficulties

to encounter in placing firmly our lever for the 
improvement of

society ; as the means to effect this could be 
most readdy ob-

tained from the rich. Nevertheless, the effort ought not to 
b



pretermitted to lift up the people; and we therefore tell them,
from the deepest conviction of the truth, Educate, educate—all—?

the rich, and the poor, and those who form the large and inter-
mediate class. But educate in religion chiefly; it is not alone the

beginning, but also the best of wisdom. It is the priceless jewel
which will teach the rich the vanity of his possessions in com-
parison with its worth, and will impress on the poor the value he

holds in the scale of humanity. We must, if possible, repress the

pride of wealth, and encourage the aspiring hopes of indi gence.
We must teach both that they are Israelites, and that the safety of

the happiness of the first, and the best earnest for the success of the
others resides in religion, and this the religion of Israel.—Yet how

will you effect this on a great scale 1 Simply by the establishment

of good schools in all cities, towns and hamlets where Jews are
domiciled ; and where this is impossible, by supplying at least books,
to enable parents to impart some knowledge of religion, its prin-
ciples and duties, in the home circle. All this, however, requires
union , one of purpose, and one of means ; the smallest contribu-
tion must not be neglected, and the least advice should not be
scorned. It is the age for small things to grow, now no less than
formerly. So let a foundation be laid by union, however humble
the beginning may be; but let us watch the growth of our institu-
tions, and never permit ourselves to take one step backward.
Yet, if we wish to proceed at a pace perceptible to our own

eyes, we must form a union on a large scale; bring together the

energies of Israelites all over the country, and establish nurseries

of piety, without loss of time. We therefore plead for a conven-
tion of true men of Israel, to hasten to the rescue of those sink-

ing, or likely to sink, into the slough of infidelity, indifference, or

false belief, and to build walls of protection against the approach

of a foreign enemy, and the attacks of those who know not the

law of our God. It is possible that if schools are established, it

will be a long time before we can acquire for them the confidence
of those who have hitherto sent their children to gentile semina-
ries. But we must not be deterred, on that account, from doing
what is obli gatory on us; and if we prove our establishments
superior to others, as with Heaven's help we could readily do, it

will not be long before prejudice and indifference will yield to better



reason ; and we may at length hope to see all Israelites gathered
together to learn how to fear the Lord their God all their days.

Another thing in this connexion, which, is also much needed, is
an asylum for children of vicious parents, of those who cannot
afford to teach them, and of orphans cast upon the cold charities
of the world. It has been agitated in this and other congrega-
tions to establish such an institution by local means. But all
efforts hitherto have signally failed, or what has been done, ap-
peared more like a caricature than an earnest attempt at a com-
mencement even. The rich, if we have any such in this country,
perhaps there are none, have not yet stepped forward to offer
any endowment, worthy of the name, and the individual Israelites
are not yet numerous enough in any city, except. New York, to

undertake it by general subscription. But it would be well were

an assembly of delegates, of all American congregations, to de-

liberate upon the establishment of such an asylum by a general

contribution of all their constituents. There must be children of

the description of wdiich we speak to be met with in all towns,

and it would be easy, very easy, we should judge, to raise suffi-

cient funds to enable a central board to establish a judicious

Foster Home in some proper place, whither all the children who

lack parental care might be sent to be educated , in every sense

of the word, as the adopted of the Israelites of the United States.

In this manner many, who have now no prospect but to be

worthless and irreligious, could be educated to become useful

men and honest Israelites ; and they would live to bless the

benevolent and ready hands that snatched them from destruc-

tion. With such a home there might be connected a refuge 
for

old and decayed Israelites, on whom the hand of misfortune 
has

heavily fallen. Now, these are occasionally 
sent to the hospitals

and poor houses of the various towns, where they 
are, no doubt ,

as well treated as circumstances will permit. But 
they are in a

measure compelled to transgress our dietetic laws
, and we think

it wrono־ to tell them thus in effect, " Go ye and 
worship strange

gods." °We earnestly hope, that means may 
be devised to sur-

round the unfortunate with Jewish aid and 
Jewish sympathy; we

want that when they are dying, their last 
moments may not be

disturbed by fanatical conversionists and 
false sympathizers; we

want that their dying couch shall be 
watched by the faithful, to



say with them Shemang Ysrael, as comports with our hopes and
our faith. And all this is within our power, of us Israelites who
live in free America. If we are not rich, we are not poor, on
the other side. Each one can spare a trifle ; some expenses
might be retrenched , if people are once sincere of doing good in
the execution of their duty. Only union is wanted—one united
effort aided by a council of intelli gent and God-fearing men, and
the thing is as good as accomplished.
Our readers will thus see that much , very much, is to be done

by a union of Israelites, besides reforming Synagogue matters ;
in fact, all theological questions ought to be adjourned to a very
late day, till we know precisely what improvements can be in-
troduced in perfect accordance with established usages ; and this
can be done only when we have a w'ell-organizecl ecclesiastical
authority, without wdiose decisions nothing should of right be
undertaken.—We, indeed , do not know whether any of our col-
leagues and the various congregations share our views. ButO C O
this cannot affect our opinions , which we have formed delibe-
rately, and express here honestly. We should be happy, indeed ,
to see them all adopted as the basis of general action ; but we
shall not the less join any effort at a union of the congregations,
if our ideas are not accepted. But we say, in all candour , that
any Synagogue reformation, except such a one as looks to rais-
ing the standard of decorum and propriety, cannot be supported
by us or our journal ; without belonging to those called hyper-
orthodox, we, nevertheless, see nothing in modern reforms to
excite our admiration ; and, besides this , the Portuguese form of
prayers, the original manner of worshipping God in this country,
admits of no abridgment, and as a minister of this ritual, we are
bound, beforehand, to enter our protest against any effort which
might have that tendency. We do not say that some repetitions
are absolutely necessary ; but they are to a surety perfectly
harmless, and there is no necessity to make a regular assault on
them. There are, on the other hand , things wdfich should be
otherwise constituted ; we have spoken of them before; and as
they neither touch law nor custom, we have no objection to see
them duly discussed, and if found wrong, altogether abolished.—
In the mean time, we neither advocate the establishment of the
office of local Rabbis, nor will we oppose it; but so far should we



be glad to have the institution of accredited teachers of religion
introduced in this country, that we may have a proper guidance
on all occasions, as we have said above. The local ministers
ought, however, to be able to address their flocks on the con-
cerns of eternal life; and, therefore, we hope that the standard
of qualification will be raised, unless the congregations could
support a reader as well as a preacher־ We could add much
more ; but we think that our views on this subject ought not to
be a secret to those who have read our .magazine with attention ;
and then we reserve to ourself the right to discuss the matter
again hereafter.
We thought it, however, proper to say what we have done,

because we have received several communications in respec t to
the proposed assembly, which we give in another part of this
number. We thought first of commenting on them separately;
but on reflection we wrote this article, exhibiting our own views,
and leave our friends to exhibit theirs ; and let the Jewish public

weigh the matter well, and act understandingly.—A friend sug-
gests that Rosh Hodesh Iyar next might be too early for the

meeting, and proposes Rosh Hodesh Stvan , the 22d of May. To

this we say, that so little has yet been done towards bringing the

meeting together, that it cannot take place, unless much more is

done, either on the first of Iyar or Sivan. We know not, indeed ,

whether anything will be done this year ; but this much is cer•

tain , that something will and must be done before long, let the

opposition come from what quarter it may. In the mean time,

we again beg of all laymen and ministers desirous of promoting

the meeting to correspond with each other, and Dr. Wise, the

first proposer of it at this juncture ; and then let them inform us

what steps they have taken, and when they mean finally to meet.

They shall not find us wanting, if we are spared by a benevolent

Providence.



& THANKSGIVING SERMON DELIVERED , NOV. 23, 1848, AT CINCINNATI , OHIO,

BY THE REV. JAMES K. GUTHEIM.

Brethren—The occasion for which we are assembled here
this day, to offer our humble thanks to the Dispenser of all Good,
for the manifold blessings we enjoy at His hand , is not peculiar
to us as Israelites. The celebration of this 'day is enjoined by
no specific religious precept, distinguished by no special rites and
observances, commemorative of no Jewish national event. It is
in obedience to the proclamation of the chief magistrate of this
state, calling on all religious denominations to assemble at their
respective places of worship and render thanks and praise to our
Eternal Benefactor, that we have met here this day. The

" Thanksgiving Day" is an old, time-honoured institution of the
Puritan fathers, observed as a sacred custom by their descen-
dants throughout the Union ;—it is a "day of thanks" for the
American people. Kn4 do we not form, my brethren , an inte-
gral part of this body-politic? Do we not enjoy the precious
fruit of the tree of liberty, that has been planted in this soil by
the fathers of this country—whose parentage by adoption we
also claim,—that affords shelter to millions of happy human
beings, irrespective of creed and nationality ? Are we not
affected in common with our fellow-citizens entertaining religious
convictions different from ours, by every event promotive of, or
detrimental to the prosperity of this country? If our borders are
threatened by foreign foes, our lives and homes too are put in
jeopardy; if the authority of the law is disregarded, our peace
and security too are at stake ; if the crops fail and gaunt famine
stalks abroad, if disease and pestilence rage, we too are visited
by the affection, we too are the sufferers. Hence it is our duty
cheerfully to mingle our voices with the general chorus of praise
that is this day ascending from all parts of the Union, to the
Supreme Ruler of nations and events, who has bestowed on us
his blessings in such a signal manner ; hence it becomes us "to
enter His gates with thanks, His courts with praise."

THE PAST AND PRESENT.



There was a time, my friends, when we were treated as aliens
in the various countries that gave us birth ; when every privi-
lege and right inseparably connected with the dignity of man,
were denied us; when we were excluded from every participa-
tion in public celebrations by the people in whose midst we lived.
That time, for us at least, is happily past. The law of this
country recognises no distinction in favour or to the detriment
of any religious denomination. Free as the air of heaven is the
mind of man, sacred as the word of the living God is his reli-
gious opinion, and no persecution or oppression must check the
free exercise of the one, no imposed disqualifications hinder the
free expression of the other. And thus " civil disabilities on reli-
gious grounds" is a term long since unknown in the statute book
of any commonwealth of this country. We are Israelites, but we
are at the same time American citizens, in the purest and fullest
sense of the word ; our fate is bound up with that of our common
country ; and whenever danger is impending, we are, and must
be in the foremost ranks to ward it off; we pray for its pros-
perity, rejoice in its happv progress, and render thanks to the
Almighty for the blessing He has vouchsafed to bestow or it.
To pursue this course we are admonished by the Prophet Jere־
miah, who thus exhorted the exiles of his days: דרשו את שלום העיר
אשר הגליתי אתכם שמה והתפללו נערה אל ה' ני בשלומה יהיה לכם שלום
" Seek the peace of the city whither I have caused you to be

carried captives, and pray for it unto the Lord; for in the peace

thereof will ye have peace." (Jerem. xxix. 7.)
Let us, therefore, my friends, endeavour to become conscious,

how deeply we arc indebted to our Almighty Father, for permit-

ting us to celebrate this day.
First, By taking a retrospect of the state of probation through

which we have passed.
Secondly, by reviewing our present condition; and thirdly, by

inquiring into the feeling of gratitude that ought to inspire us in

our character as Israelites, and as American citizens.

For this purpose I have chosen as text the three closing verses

of the prayer of Moses, the ninetieth Psalm.

 ראינו רעה : יראה אל עבדיך בעלך והדרך על בניהם :
שמחנו בימות עניתנו שנות

 נעם ה אלהינו עלינו ומעשה ־דינו כוננה עלינו ומעשה ירינו כוננהו •
ויה־

« Make us glad according to the days, wherein thou hast afflicted 
us, the
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years wherein we have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants,
and thy glory unto their children. And let the beauty of the Lord our God
be upon us, and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea the work
of our hands establish thou it."

I.

" The history of the world is the tribunal of judgment of the

world!" says a celebrated German poet. Whatever the deeds of

man, whatever the events that occurred in the bosom of the

human family, history submits them in its records to posterity to

render an impartial verdict. And thus we read, how tribes grew

into nations, how they flourished, acted their part for a time, and

then disappeared from the stage of the world. Nation was con-

quered and absorbed by nation, and by a continued process of

amalgamation the distinctive boundaries were removed, a more

intimate connexion established between the different tribes of the

human family, and a wider range afforded to the human mind.

There is no doubt that Providence had assigned a distinct mis-

sion, a special branch in the education of the human species, to

each particular nation, which they were compelled to accom-

plish.
Of all nations, however, that ever performed a part on the

stage of the world, and whose annals testify to their rise, pro-

gress, decline, and downfall, the children of Israel take the most

prominent stand. Is it for the world-renowned conquests they

have achieved ; for the great discoveries they have made in

science and art; for the extensive commercial intercourse they

have established between remote countries and climes, while yet

they had an independent political existence?—By no means.

Their mission was of a higher standard, involving no less an

object than the temporal and spiritual welfare of the human race,

based on the truth of religion. For this Divine end they were

singled out from the midst of nations by their heavenly Father ;

for this holy purpose they were protected against utter ruin, and

preserved from amalgamation, amidst the crumbling of thrones

and the crush of empires, a band of living witnesses of the living

God, scattered among all the nations of the earth.
Yet with all this, history is comparatively silent concerning

our people, for a space of near eighteen hundred years. And

why is this? Can it be said (to employ a known maxim,) that



that period of our existence, which furnished least matter for
the pen of the historian, comprised our happiest days? The
world knows better; that but a life of tribulation and misery was
granted us. The cause of this silence must be sought in the con-
tempt which was entertained towards a poor, down-trodden class
of men; in the prevailing ignorance of the spirit, essence, and
power of Judaism ; in the humiliating shame that would mantle
the cheek of the historical writer, and paralyse his hand , when-
ever he attempted to record the inhuman treatment, to which we
were subjected.

Picture to yourselves a people, carried aw'ay captives from their
native soil by a proud conqueror, dispersed all over the habitable
globe, nowhere finding a permanent asylum, chased about from
country to country, from the east to the west and back again,
from the south to the north and back again, like a deer that is
fleeing before its ruthless pursuers; picture to yourselves this
people persecuted with the deadliest animosity, with all the tor-

turing appliances human ingenuity could devise ; the shafts of
prejudice, hatred, and oppression constantly aimed at their de-

voted heads, excluded from every right man can lay claim to:

and you will have some conception of the state of suffering our

fathers were made to undergo throughout the medieval age•

And all this they had to endure, because they would not renounce

the inestimable prize conferred on them from on high ; because

they would not abjure the heavenly truth, the precious boon in-

herited from their ancestors, destined as it is to become the pro-

perty of all mankind. Speak of the courage of the fierce warrior

who in the heat of strife, heedless of danger, with boiling blood

rushes on to mortal combat :—the only true courage is exhibited

by him whose spirit does not quail under the direst affliction,

who sustains with fortitude and resignation the perils and sor-

rows he is unable to avert. Whatever then was the lot of our

people in those days " when every head was sick, and 
every heart

ached," however much the storm raged from without
, they retiree

within themselves, and found peace and consolation m 
the exercise

of those religious duties they were capable of 
performing, and in

the reflections on the Divine promises given in their behalf.

They recognised in their heavy trials the 
chastising hand 0 a

loving Father, and through the thick pervading 
darkness, the



light of hope shone brightly from the distance, promising a hap-
pier future. Well may we apply to them the words of the Eng-
lish bard :

" Affliction is the good man's shining scene;
Prosperity conceals his brightest ray :
As night to stars, so lustre gives to man."

How often and how fervently then must the words of our text
have been uttered by our sires : " Make us glad, oh God, accord-
ing to the days wherein thou hast afflicted us; the years we
have seen evil. Let thy work appear unto thy servants, and thy
glory upon their children."

II.

Having in the foregoing attempted to draw a general outline
of the state of probation through which we have passed, let us
now view our present position.
Towards the close of the last century a change had been

effectually wrought in the mind of man. The intolerant spirit of
the middle ages was unable to maintain its supremacy against the
repeated attacks that had for a long time been directed against
it; a political as well as mental revolution changed the civil and
social aspect of the world. Separation of church and state,
equal rights and equal duties to all men without reference to
religious creed, were propositions generally acknowledged in.
theory and partly acted upon in practice. A new era was thus
ushered in on the horizon of mankind.
While a change for the better was thus going on without, activity

and new vigorous life began to be manifested in our midst.
During the long period of oppression and exclusion, the pursuit
of general literature, of arts and sciences, was closed to the Isra-
elite, the Talmud and its commentaries constituting his chief study.
In his isolated state this study proved a mighty instrument in pre-
serving his elasticity of mind, and in making him capable of
grasping with energy and success the various branches of lite-
rature and scientific culture, whenever he would be permitted to
do so. The time had now come, when the Israelite too should
make his voice heard, and Providence had singled out the man
for the occasion. Moses the Third, as he is styled, in juxtaposi-
tion with Moses the son of Amram , and Moses the son of Maimon,



the immortal Mendelssohn, gave the first impulse towards arousing
his brethren from the lethargy into which they had sunk, and
making them conscious of the position they ought to occupy.
Assisted by a band of noble friends, his efforts were not in vain.
His example excited the emulation of the mass; the dust that had
accumulated for ages was quickly shaken off, and the Israelite
soon became aware of what was required of him under the
changed aspect of things. He saw that !he mission for which
he was chosen would not permit him to be behind the age, but
that, on the contrary, it was his duty to forget and forgive the
wrongs and injuries heaped upon him, and to conciliate the pre-
judices that had yet a lingering hold on the minds of many, by
taking the lead in every movement by which his fellow-man
could be improved and benefitted, and by showing that his re-
ligion, so far from being a bar to modern civilization, was on the
contrary the fountain-head whence all civilization originally
flowed.
And thus the barrier that had been created between the Israelite

and the world, is here completely, there partly removed. In many
of the civilized countries of Europe, he is fully emancipated and

boldly stands forth in the vindication of his own rights and those

of his fellow-man. Examine the history of the day,, look at the

fierce struggle that is now agitating a people determined upon

severing the fetters, by which despotic rule held them bound, and

you will find that the Israelite is no vile spectator, but the cham-

pion for the spread and. consolidation of liberal principles. Nor

is he overlooked. He is preferred to offices of trust and import-

ance, and justifies the confidence reposed in him. Has it not

recently happened that in two national assemblies of a 
country

where we suffered the bitterest persecution, two Israelites were

elected as vice-presidents by the national representatives ?

In reviewing these facts, my friends, let us not fall into 
the

error, to ascribe everything to our own exertions, 
unaided by

divine assistance. יד ה' עשתה זאת "It is the hand of the Lord, 
that

has accomplished all this." To Him we are indebted for all 
the

benefits we enjoy. He watched over us when we 
were beset

by danger ; He granted us enlargement, when in 
His inscrutable

wisdom He found the time opportune. And so pray we in hutni-

lily this day : "Make us glad, oh God, according 
to the days
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wherein thou hast afflicted us, the years, wherein we have seen
evil ; may thy work appear to thy servants, and thy glory upon
their children."

III.

" Thank the Lord, for he is kind , his love endureth for ever."
The love of God is limited to no time, to no people. It is uni-
versal, embracing all his children. As the sun shines to all, so
the love of God extends over all his creatures. It is this universal
love that made known his will to teach man the way he should
walk ; it is even this universal love, that selected us as humble in־
struments in His hand, as repositories of those heavenly truths that
are destined to become the religion of all mankind. And why
then should we not feel grateful for this on this general day of
thanks? Is not the " Thanksgiving Day" itself an imitation of one
of our own institutions ? It is no stranger in Israel. We there-
fore hail it as an old friend, and rejoice in its being instrumental
of uniting the hearts of millions in praise of our universal Father.
But thanks are not to consist in words only. Words are good

if they spring from the bottom of our hearts, and impel us to
deeds. Sincere thankfulness we can only testify by our works־
Do you, therefore, oh Israelites, feel grateful that the Lord has
saved you from so many perils and has permitted you to carry
out your religious principles without restraint and hindrance :
then must you show by your conduct, that the heavenly lessons
have not been taught you in vain ; then must you endeavour to
foster the knowdedge of your religion to your utmost extent, and
to create for it a firm basis, by erecting and supporting good re-
ligious institutions; then must you strive to gain for it the regard
and esteem of all, by carrying out the grand moral principles it
inculcates, by excelling in everything that is good and noble.
Be thankful to the Lord ! At no period of existence was our

country in a more prosperous condition than at the present.
Peace is established without and within our borders, and nothing
prevents the industrious citizen from devoting himself to his
peaceable pursuits. The soil has yielded its fruit, and the grana-
ries of the husbandman are filled with abundance and plenty.
Commerce and mechanical trades are flourishing, and their fruits
distributed among all classes of our community. While thus



blessed, should our hearts not elate with gratitude? Should
we not acknowledge the source whence we derive all these
bounties ? Should it not be our aim to repay the manifold gifts
showered upon us, by cheerfully responding to the calls of suffer-
ing humanity, be they near or distant, by sympathizing with the
oppressed, by relieving the want of the needy, by performing
deeds of love and charity ? If these impressions are grafted on
our minds by the celebration of this day, and serve as a guide
through our daily walks; if thus our whole life becomes an ex-
pression of thanks: then indeed will our "thanksgiving" be
acceptable before the throne of the Almighty. And the beauty
of the Lord our God, will be upon us, and he will establish the
work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands he esta-
blished it, now and for ever. Amen.

BY S. S.

No. I.

THE PROMISED LAND.

A lthough not classed under the category of diseases, still no

malady to which the human frame is susceptible, is so injurious

to the system, so difficult of cure, as sloth. Insidious in its ap-

proaches, its victim is altogether unconscious of its first attack ;

but its progress though slow is sure. The blood stagnates under

its baneful influence, and instead of supplying the frame with re'

newed vitality ; it corrodes the springs of existence, 
the elasticity

of the system is lost ; and unless violent and continuous 
remedies

are used, its victim sinks into a hopeless decay.

As sloth is to the corporeal system, so is 
indifference to he in-

tellectual faculties, which require constant 
exercisefor then־ health-

ful development, and an end , an aim to call them into ac .vit

If this exercise is denied them, if the corporeal 
energies are ca 1 d

constantly into play, and the faculties of 
the mmd are adored to

lie dormant, they lose, by degrees, their 
vigour and act. it v , and

Headings for % fflonng.



instead of raising their possessor to a higher state of being, they

sink him lower in the scale of existence.

There is a people whose ancestors once dwelt in a lovely land ,

abounding in all that could please the appetite or delight the

senses ; a land whose beautiful valleys, and fertile plains, blessed

the husbandman with a rich return for his li ght and health־in-

spiring toil ; upon whose hills and mountains grew' the vine in

vigorous and luxuriant growth ; and where the fig and the date-

tree groaned under their delicious burden ; a land so gentle in its

visitings, so refreshing in its dews, that a thousand winters had

not robbed the stately cedar of its greenness, or thrown the hoary

robe of age over its proud and stately head. No savage beasts

haunted its secluded and romantic dells, where nature had spread

her beautifu l robe around , and where the chaste and silent stars,

or the glad beam of sunshine , kissed the laughing rivulets as they

bounded along on their errands of joy, adding fresher bloom to

the lovely children of nature, as they bedewed them with the gem-

like spray : nor were the dwellers of this land unworthy of

its benign skies, or its teeming fertility. The inmates of the

cottage, or the dwellers of the palace, alike shared the healthful

toil, alike cultivated the energies of their minds, alike acknowr-

!edged the great Creator as their Father and beneficent Provider,

and alike pointed out to their offspring, the path that they should fol-

low, to enjoy the blessings that then surrounded them. Ages pass-

ed, and saw them flourishing! ages passed, and saw them happy !

Ages flew by> and said, " Surely this people is blessed of God."

But luxury, that mortal enemy to intellectual exercise, by degrees

infected this peaceful and happy land, whose sons and daughters,

no longer vying in doing good towards each other, or in render-

ing themselves more acceptable to their spiritual Father, whose

love and watchfulness had warded off danger from without, or

pestilence and disease from within, hastened with eager and mad

delight to satisfy the cravings of vanity, or the lust of desire. In

vain did their Ptuler send messengers to warn them of their sinful

conduct, and to urge them to retrace their devious ways, and re-

gain the path of happiness : blind to all, except the gratification of

their passions, they treated all the messengers w'ith contempt, and

set their instruction at defiance. It. w'as then that the anger of the

Most High was kindled , and He temporarily withdrew his pro-



tection from this people, whom he had heretofore guarded with
more than a mother's love. The foe without, who had watched
them as the famished wolf watches the lamb, seized upon them
for his prey, and carried them away into captivity. " In their
sore distress they cried unto the Lord," and He heard them, and
restored them again to the land they loved so well. They grew
anew prosperous and mighty ; but again they transgressed, and
again and again were they chastised ; but though lowly in their
adversity, prosperity made them proud, and stiff-necked, and they
were at last doomed to wander far and wide from their beloved
country, whose lands were laid desolate, and whose altars were
desecrated by the stranger who knew not nor cared for the God
of Israel.

But though ages have passed since their expulsion from the
land of their inheritance, and though ages may pass away before
their return to the enjoyment of their patrimony : still they have
the power, if they unitedly exercise the will, to return to that
joyful land ; for He, who promises but to perform, has said, that

" When they turn towards him , with an unswerving faith, and
united heart, he will gather them from the east and from the west.
from the north and from the south," and restore them to their an-

cient and revered land, and bestow upon them a prosperity so

great, and a happiness so enduring, that the pains and heart-

burnings that they have undergone in their wanderings , shall be

remembered no more.
And how shall this wished-for return be brought , about? It is

only by each one looking upon himself as the means destined for

its accomplishment ; not to mistrust his efforts, however weak they

may appear to himself, but add them to his brother's; and what

individual efforts may fail to achieve, united efforts may accom-

plish.
Seest thou yon lofty rock, that shields this valley from the

angry waves of the tempestuous ocean ? It is formed of grains

as small as the sand which the winds of the desert 
sport with,

and toss about into a thousand fantastic forms; and 
yet by a

union of its many particles, it has stood for ages, and 
dashed back

those tremendous waves, which have so often threatened 
destruc-

tion to this fair land. How many gallant barks 
have been dashed

to pieces on its breast! How often have 
the li ghtnings of heaven



played upon its brow 1 But there it stands unharmed, and there

it will stand unmoved for ages to come, to show to Israelites the

strength which exists in unity, and the necessity there exists for

a fusion of parts, to endure, with safety, the raging storms which

might otherwise engulf them. Many of those beautiful islands

that shine on the ocean's breast, like the stars which gem the dia-

dem of night, are formed by the combined efforts of an insect,

million times smaller than ourselves ; and yet Heaven blessed its

efforts with success : and shall not we, my young friends, endea-

vour to make use of our powers too ? Ought we not, in the

early morning of existence, mark out the labours of the day, and

pursue it undeviatingly, without turning aside, because of the

difficulties we may encounter, or the allurements that may beset

us ?

THE TEMPLE OF JERUSALEM.

In our last we briefly alluded to several communications concerning

the Solomonic Temple, which had just reached our eye ; but as it was

so near the end of the month, (the 20th,) it was impossible for us to do

more than merely state that such publications had been made. But in

order to afford our readers the opportunity of perusing what had been

said on this interesting topic, we transfer the whole article to our pages,

since we believe thus to render service to the cause of religion by using

the details from the perishable form of a daily paper. As the article is

so long, it would occupy more space than we can afford to comment on

it at full length; but this much we cannot avoid saying, that we do not

approve Judge Noah's offering a sort of apology for the inaccuracy of

the gospel prophecies. They are either literally true or they are not;

if the former, then no stone should have been left on the other, in ac-

cordance with the prediction ; and we well recollect that some Christian

travellers have laboured hard to do away with the impression which the

west wall of Herod's temple, existing as it does within the circum־

ference of the mosque of Omar, must make against the accuracy of the

alleged predictions, by saying that it appears that the stones had been

replaced in their present position after having been disjointed by the

destruction of the entire building, when it is evident that no one would

likely take the pains to reproduce a ruin, which when restored could



answer no useful purpose. If, therefore, Christians find it difficult to
reconcile the predictions with the faith, we do not see why our Israelites
should seek for vain grounds to justify the evident incongruities which
the gospels present. And suppose that the prophecies are not to be
literally accomplished, then we ask what sort of accomplishment will
be enough to satisfy an inquirer ? Is in the present case the destruc
tion of one half, or one third, or one quarter, sufficient for the purpose ?
We may freely ask for an answer before we proceed further. Besides
all this, we know of no Hebrew idiom equivalent to " not having one
stone on the other ;" on the contrary if we mistake not it is Greek, and
nowise expressible in the same Hebrew words. But we said we would
not comment at the present time ; so we must break off, with the ex-
pression of the hope that the subject may elicit further discussion before
long.—Ed. Oc.

(From the Journal of Commerce of Dec. 20.)

Messrs. Editors :—In the course of my remarks in the address

delivered on Thanksgiving day, relative to the contemplated erection of

a magnificent place of worship by the Jews at Jerusalem. I stated, that

a considerable portion of the ruins of the temple, chambers, splendid

columns, &c, were still in existence, showing the error of that predic-

tion which declared, that not one stone of that building should stand

upon another. The statement naturally produced a spirit of inquiry, on

a prediction of so much importance, and I am called upon by one of

your correspondents, and many others also, to furnish my authority for

this declaration, which unsettles a very remarkable passage of sacred

history. This is just and proper, because both religion and history

should have truth as their bases, if enlightened men are required to be-

lieve in them. Before I proceed, however, with facts, allow me to cor-

rect one error, which I perceive exists in the minds of many 
persons.

There is no intention among the Jews at the present time, 
to rebuild

the Temple of Jerusalem, with all its magnificence and 
former services

and sacrifices ;—that great event can only be accomp
lished after the

restoration, in a state of profound peace, and then 
under such modifica-

tions of forms and ceremonies., as shall be required by 
the progress of

the age. The place of worship to be erected may 
be called a Temple,

but it is simply a Synagogue on a large scale, 
for the accommodation

of the increasing number of Jewish emigrants 
and residents ; nor are

the Jews at the present day taking any measures 
of a political nature



for the restoration of the nation to its ancient heritage, beyond indis-

pensable preparations of education, science, enlarged and liberal prin-

ciples.
The Jewish people who turn their attention to this interesting sub-

ject, rely upon the justice of Christians, who, having dispossessed them,

will, under divine Providence, essentially aid in restoring them to the

land which God gave to them as a perpetual inheritance. The incipient

steps are nowr taking in the Christian world for the consummation of

that great and interesting־ event, and the Jews are patiently regarding

these movements, and calmly awaiting the assured fulfilment of their

destiny. Your correspondent is curious to know how any of the remains

of the Temple can possibly exist, when historians declared that so com-

plete was its destruction that the Roman plough passed over it. You

have no doubt heard of what is called the " pious frauds" practised in

the early days of the church, and well know that one of the most im-

portant references to the founder of the Christian faith in Josephus, is

admitted to have been an interpolation, by the most enlightened histo-

rians and prelates of that faith, and I proceed to give you the facts that

history is less reliable in relation to the utter destruction of the Temple.

The firing of that magnificent edifice during the siege of Jerusalem, it

is known was the result of accident. Titus Vespasianus, though anxious

to reduce the city, was too great a patron of the arts to destroy a struc-

ture so splendid. On the contrary, he made every effort to save the

building when he found it on fire. The Jewish historians are naturally

severe and bitter in their resentments against Titus, to whom they at-

tributed all their misfortunes. I have considered the capture of Jeru-

salem by Pompey, and subsequently by Titus, as events connected with

the career of a warlike nation, aiming at universal conquest, and indif-

ferent where the blow was struck, so that it added to the triumph of the

Roman arms.
After Jerusalem had been reduced, Titus returned to Rome with

his spoils, and some 15,000 Jewish captives, and there ended the spirit

of conquest and revenge ; consequently ploughing up the ground for

vindictive objects could not have been reasonable. It is known that

when David and Samuel had projected the plan of the Temple, and all

the details of building, worship, and general organization had been de־

cided upon, David purchased Mount Moriah from AurunaJi, a Jebusite

agriculturist of some importance, being a fine piece of table land, used

as a threshing-floor, and consecrated by the tradition, that this was the

spot where Abraham offered up his son. Having purchased the piece

of table-land, and finally the whole mountain, he furnished Solomon
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with a plan of the whole building, which, at immense cost, required
eight years to complete. All writers unite in opinion that for durability
and strength, no building could compare with it.
Mr. James Nathan, of this city, made a journey to Egypt and the

Holy Land, and visited the remains of the Temple. The following is
his own statement of what he saw on that occasion:

" Two months had now passed over us at Jerusalem, and every at-
tempt to get by fair means a glance at the interior of either of the two
mosques that occupy the site of the temple of Solomon had proved fruit-

less. The opening that accident had made in one of the cuter walls,

and of which some fortunate travellers before us had availed themselves,

was recently walled up and closed by the fanatic and jealous Mussel-

men, and convinced that nothing but some stratagem could gain us ad־

mission, we—Dr. Titus Tobler of Switzerland, and the writer—resorted

to the following:
" A Jewish lad, in my employ as servant, had brought us on a former

occasion, a poor Arab mason to lead us to the forbidden localities of the

Birltet el Brack,'' a business he had then faithfully performed, and י

hearing that this man had worked on the walling up of the above men-

tioned opening, and on various other parts of the mosques, we hit upon

him either to reopen the same, or in some way procure us 
an entry,

and after long and tedious preliminaries, amongst which was 
a promise

of 200 piasters, 'Backsheesh was not the least effective
, succeeded in

persuading him to open during night some small p
lace or aperture,

whereby we might enter the subterranean passages 
and. archways that

we know support the mosques.

" After some few days the Arab said he 
had accomplished his task,

but could not accompany us until after several 
more days, when the

present rites and prayers of the Musselmen had 
passed, and the mosques

became less subject to night visits from the 
dervishes and devotees.

" Though fully conscious of the 
unlawfulness and hazard of our pur-

pose, so anxious were we to realise this 
most cherished of ־

jects at Jerusalem, as to feel much impatient 
and mortified at the delay

and thus hailed with delight the 2Sfh of January, 
1846, as the day fi

upon for our expedition.
"On the evening of that day, and 

after dark had fairly set in, the

doctor, myself and servant, preceded by 
the Arab, and provided witl

lantern, compass, and measures, set out 
for the mosque, and passu.

concealed, between heaps of rubbish, 
and huge cactus trees, 

,lawn t
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part of the Tyropean valley, which separates Zion from Moriah, towards
the י Babel Magaria/1̂  climbed a little 

to the north-east of it over an
old and dilapidated stone fence, and crossed by a sort of foot-path an
open field, already strictly prohibited to the י infidel dog,' in a north-
west direction, towards the south wall of the mosque י el aksa / and
very near the centre of this wall, and where the city wall joins it, en-
tered a door-way and stumbled over lots of dirt and mason work,
through two arched and quadrangular rooms of modern structure, and
over what seemed to me an inclining surface, to the hole or openino•
made by the Arab, and being in the south foundation wall of the 'Aksa'
of about twelve inches in height, and sixteen in width.
" We could not implicitly trust in a man like our Arab, who would

secretly, and for money, violate what openly he professed and wor-
shipped, and therefore, I put my hand and head through the aperture,
to ascertain something of the earth we might be launched upon, in
passing through it; but finding a powerfut current of air rushing towards
me and extinguishing the candle that was three or four times relit, we
made the Arab pass first, and then squeezed ourselves feet foremost,
pulled by the Arab on the other side, and shoved by the other two of
our party on this side, through the opening into, we knew not where,
and landed successively, and with our dresses nearly stripped off us,
some considerable distance, beneath the level of the side we came from.

" Proceeding a few steps direct north, my eyes were struck with the

tall and graceful proportions of two white marble pillars about nine or

ten feet apart, supporting a handsome arch, and constituting, originally,
a high and most noble gateway.
" The pillar on the west side of the entry was partly walled in, by

mean Arab mason work ; the one on the east, however, was clear, and

measures 65 feet in circumference about 5 feet from its base, where it

has a gentle swell that tapers gradually towards the top.

" The capital of projecting leaves, tastefully carved, is by far the

most beautiful I had ever before seen, and resembles nearest the Co-

rinthian, which seems merely the extension and embellishment of the

same style, but in comparison overdone and deprived of the chaste and

exquisite simplicity of the former. On scraping a little of the dirt from
the surface of the easterly pillar, it presented a soft alabaster and

glistening whiteness, that shone in candle light, like diamonds in pearl

dust.
"Close to this pillar, and to the east of it, the 16 to 18 feet high

wall, is composed of four large stones, the undermost of which is 15 feet

long, 4 feet high, and 5 feet in thickness, and precisely like the often



described stones in the wall of the 'weeping place,־ whir ' !
by all to be of the court wall of the ancient temp le.
"The arched room or chamber in which we now were, ia !.־?

wide, from east to west, 37! feet long from south to aortl . 1
from the gateway as the most southerly line, and
told without measurement, about 25 leet in height , and supported in י
centre by two large pillars, one of which measures 1
ference, and the other seems of the same size, am
measured. The arched roof or ceiling is divid
ments, the three most southerly ancj nearest th! gatev 'uid
grounded centres, with cornices and a sort of ro :J
had much difficulty to discern by candle light, and wil
too positive in their character. Dr. T. beini' shor
much not to be able to see and examine then!.
" In the east and west walls were several niche- ,

on the floor in front of them. The Arab said they v. 3 י, but 1
is more likely they are praying places for th!
niches were rather large recesses, and bore strong
tiquity.
" We also came to a large oblong and door-like

of the east wall, which the Arab said was th 1
'; Bir/cet; (cistern). Having־ no ladder wi
way of descending, we dropped some stories down
sound and time it took to reach the bottom, then'
siderable depth. From memory I think we 1

"Between some rude mason work that forms pa
on the west side of the entry, the upper p< י i!
like those of the two white marble ones in 1
features, in captive but unconquered beauty.

" A stair-way of nine steps hewn out of solid

north of the gateway, and is as wide as the cl
as the continuation of it, to which it leads.

150 additional feet, from south to north, and is

ing as the nine steps are high, say from 6 to 7 f<

"Six colossal pillars at regular intervals, and

the two centre ones above mentioned, sup!
them, if not all, are of one piece, and cm

must have lain imbedded here for geologic,

cannot but believe, this entire continuation must

The second pillar north of the stairway,

the first one was not measured, but is mm



the pillars I knocked off with some difficulty, to carry with me, and now

hold for some future geological examination.

" We looked carefully at various parts of the east and west walls,
and could find no place where they seemed joined, but they felt some-
what smoothed either by friction or some coat of paint or polish, that

once might have been on it.
" The roof has no embellishments besides the curved lines that bend

down into the pillars, and give it the appearance of one grand and mas-

sive, yet lofty and self-supporting structure, so peculiar to the most

ancient orders.
" We had now passed under the entire י mosque of Aksa י to its

northern extremity—187i feet north of the first described magnificent

gateway—and noticed to the northeast a small inverted arch, the mean-
ing of which we did not fathom, and in the northwest corner a door,

through an opening of which we looked, and saw a stairs leading up

to the centre grounds of the י Haarem Sherief,' and had the £ Kubbet

el Sukra' (copula of the stone) right in front of us.

" On our return we re-examined every object leisurely for correction,

and leaving the place by the way we had entered, ordered the Arab to

replace the stone and close the hole he had made, which a day or two

thereafter he said he had done, and when cautioning him not to speak

of what had passed, he said, if he did it would be his last speech.

" From the locality, character, and expression of the entire structure..

and the various objects therein, here described, no less than from that

thorough conviction that is forced upon the mind, whenever it meets

with truth and genuineness, I cannot but sincerely believe in the anti-

quity of these relics, but reserve to myself the privilege of an opinion

more in detail, for some future time, and after some more study and

reflection, as to whether the whole or what part thereof, belongs to the

temples built by the Jews under Solomon, Cyrus, or Herod.
" James Nathan."

" P. S.—The floor was measured by steps calculated here at 2| feet

each, the other measurement is of French feet."

I could have no doubt, from this statement of Mr. Nathan, that these

were the remains, not ruins, of the Temple, and I proceeded to make

further investigations, with the most entire success. Mr. Catherwood,

well known as an enterprising traveller, was, in 1833, in the service of

Ibraham Pacha, at Jerusalem, as a civil engineer, and wearing the dress

and speaking the language of the Mussulman, he strayed one day into



the boundaries of the great mosque of Omar, and to* k a dra* 11
interior. Pie proceeded to the mosque El Aks 1,
subterranean vaults, and, without having th
mind, that these were the remains of the tem]
southeast corner of this rock, (a limestone rock und
mosque,) there is an excavated chamber, to' which th 1
a flight of stone steps. This chamber is in
superficial area is about six hundred feet, the av<
feet." In another part of his description !e
ruins,—"Here are fifteen rows of square pillars , from
arches, supporting the platform. The wh
me of Roman origin, and in connexion with the
one beneath the El Aksa, together with the
formed a connected plan of foundations, to th
After describing the length of the last wa 11,1 HO,
of the west wall 1617 feet, and of the north 1 02
still existing, Mr. Catherwood says, '11 cone — ־־ '!'Omar occupies the position of the Ho!;.
Temple."
Here are two authorities unknown "

the remains of the temple under El
conclusive. Shubert, the German travel!
1837, says in his travels,—" We near.
hill, which are supported on thousands 01
reservoirs for water, which are in connexion wit
in 1842, was more fortunate. In making fa
of the hill, he came to a small grafc
the subterranean aisle, and on attempting to rai

cott up, to gain an inside view from th ?

by a number of Mahomedans, who d*
about the spot, a deaf and dumb boy.

made signs to go with him , and he led tl

wall. Both gentlemen squeezed through v

hear Mr. Tipping's account, which do •teriall)

Nathan's, with this difference, that Mr. Natbai

short visit ; Mr. Tipping went often to make dr

entered the crypts, Mr. T. says, that the

a square, or rather quadrangular , '11, tl

vauL goined roofs of which are support

white stone, with a capital bearing .races of

ornament, certainly not Corinthian, or an3
־17



orders. From this hall sprung originally two sets of steps, leading up

to the long passage, divided by a row of square columns of 3 or 4 stones

each, corresponding with the divisions of the gateway and the monolith,

The groined roof of the hall is Roman in style, of excellent workman-

ship, and bearing altogether a finer stamp than the entablature. Might

we not safely attribute it to Herod? The broad division between the

arches consists of bevelled stones of Cyclopedian dimensions; the sides

of the long passage are also built of huge bevelled stones ; but the walls

of the hall are apparently plain and Roman, though of great size. This

seeming anomaly perplexed me for a long time; but at length, and

while examining these side walls closely, I ascertained by visible t!־aces,

that it had been bevelled, but that in order to construct side pilasters,

corresponding with the central pillar, and bearing the two arches

springing from it, the bevelling had been chisselled away, thus affording

a slight relief to the pilaster. This was the crowning discovery ; inas-

much as it furnishes incontestable evidence of a third epoch in the

structure, and of a far ulterior antiquity. Is there room possibly for

more than one conclusion as to the original, or more ancient masonry,

considering under what circumstances of national decay the second

temple was built 1 Do not those vaults and passages, as to their ulte-

rior structure, belong to the age of Solomon V
You thus perceive, Messrs. Editors, that Mr. Catherwood and Mr.

Tipping, both eminent travellers, speak of these extraordinary remains

of a splendid edifice, as the remains of the Temple, and Mr. Nathan, one

of our own citizens, and of the Hebrew faith, in passing through them,

could arrive at no other conclusion. Saracenic they are not ; Roman

though in style, they were not built by the Romans, for they destroyed

what they could in Jerusalem, and built nothing. The convictions to

which I have arrived from these facts are, that these chambers, pillars,

archways, groined roofs, and entablatures, are the remains of the first

floor or basement of Solomon's temple, upon which Herod erected the

temple destroyed at the siege of Jerusalem under Titus.

The first temple of Solomon was erected 1012 years B. O, and was

finally destroyed by the Babylonians 588 B. O, having stood 424 years.

After the return from Babylon, it was plainly rebuilt, and stood until

Herod rebuilt it with great splendour, and it was finally destroyed

seventy years after the death of the founder of the Christian religion.

After the burning of the temple by Titus, and the Romans finally

abandoning Jerusalem, the ruins remained five hundred years without

disturbance, during which long period the earth accumulated over those

ruins, covering up and concealing them some twelve or fifteen feet below



the surface. And when a site was required for the great mosque of
Omar, the commanding position of Mount Moriah, was natural!.
sidered the most eligible for the new structure, and the ground, was
levelled over the remains of the temple as now discovered , and the
mosques of Omar and El Aksa erected over them. I entertain no doubt
that if those mosques were removed, and 'the earth laid bare on Mount
Moriah, the entire ground floor, or the first story of the temple,
be laid open. If, therefore, such a prediction was ever made, it cer-
tainly appears, by these discoveries, that it was not verified. 1 have־
always doubted, whether it ever was made in the accepted sens
receive it, and with every ־respect for the opinion of others, I pT
to give my reasons. The New Testament was written at intervals b)
the apostles, more to preserve a record of events, occurring in their
time, than to constitute a religious companion for the Bible.
of the books were lost, and amended when found, and brought into its
present form nearly 200 years after the Christian era. It must neces-
sarily have undergone many changes by the early fathers of the church.
But the most important feet, equally applicable to the Old Testament

as well as the New, is, that we adopt passages literally which ai

only as figuratively—a style and mode of speaking, laconic and

abbreviated, even at this day prevailing in the oriental cou'

sequently we discover throughout the Scriptures printed ii

language, incongruities, corruptions, and erroneous translat:

finitum. Here, however, are the, stately remains of the temple, a id

here we have another illustration of the historic truth of the Bible. Your

correspondent, I hope, will be satisfied that I have not ventured upon an

important statement, without being in possession of all the

We return our thanks to the Messrs. Harper & Brothers, for their 
I

the accompanying engravings, made from drawings by Mr. Tipping.
—j

To th־ Hebrew stud־־., it i־, perhaps
־am ־מך ,

surprise to find how grossly the sentiment־ 
of Jewish a

HEBREW AUTHORS AND THEIR OPPO



have descanted on the literary taste and productions of the Jews. To vin-

dicate the truth of this assertion, it will not be necessary to adduce that

testimony which the writings of Basnage, Prideaux, Allan, M'Call, &c,

so clearly afford; since a few extracts from other authors will be quite

sufficient, as it is deemed, for this purpose. And first let us listen to

Mr. Pinkerton, who, in the course of a very learned essay on the " Rise

and Progress of Discovery in Asia," refers to the Itinerary of R. Ben-

jarnin of Tudela, and, after characterizing this author as one whose de-

scriptions are entitled to no credit, adds, " The production of Benjamin,

only gives an additional proof of the singular and innate propensity of

the Jews to falsehood, fiction, and credulity."* On the very same page,

however, he says in a note:
" An extract from Dr. Robertson may amuse the reader, nor is it

destitute of instruction, as it shows how history is written by the great-

est masters. All Christendom having been alarmed with accounts of

the rapid progress of the Tartar arms under Zengis Khan, Innocent IV.,

who entertained most exalted ideas concerning the plentiude of his own

power, and the submission clue to his injunctions, sent Father John de

Piano Carpini, at the head of a mission of Franciscan monks, and Fa־

ther Ascolino, at the head of another of Dominicans, to enjoin Kayuk

Khan, the grandson of Zengis, who was then at the head of the Tar-

tar empire, to embrace the Christian faith, and to desist from desolating

the earth by his arms. (Hist, of America, i. 45, ed. 1803.) He then

mentions the astonishment of the Asiatic conquerors at this mandate of

a priest! 1. Zengis Khan was not sovereign of the Tartars but of the

Mongols, who had conquered the Tartars. 2. The two monks noticed

were not at the head of the missions, but all travelled as equals and

brothers. 3. The Popes had more knowledge and policy than to send

such idle messages ; the object was the defence or restoration of the

kingdom of Jerusalem. 4. The Tartar empire is the Mongol empire.

5. Kayuk, or rather Gayuk, could not be known to the Pontiff, as he

was not crowned till after the arrival of the messengers. Here are

five historical e'770rs in one sentence; and in the account of South

America, the reader will find three, of the greatest geographical import,

in three successive sentences."
That the production of Dr. Robertson is only a proof of the singular

and innate propensity of Christians to falsehood, fiction, and credulity,

would be a conclusion about as just and liberal as that of Mr. Pinker-

ton above noticed. Equally incorrect are the remarks on Jewish au-

* Modern Geography, in three vols., by John Pinkerton, London, 1807. Vol. ii.

p. 14.



thors, made by the Abbe Gregoire in his well-known " Essay on the
Jews." He says, " The Jews have not sacrificed to the Graces. Lip-
man wrote in Hebrew verses his second Nizzachon, an anti-Chris-
tian work, which Wagenseil has fully (!) refuted. Several Italian and
Spanish Jews have attempted poetry—{attempted poe/7y! yes, so have
Milton and Shakspeare, Dante and Schiller)—and we even have b\ I
de Barrios, Relacion de 108 poetas y 0sc7itto7es Espagnoles do (a nacion
Judaica Am.s/elodama. They have, therefore, made verses in Hebrew,
Italian, and Spanish ; that is to say, setting apart David and the pro-
phets, the Jews have veises, and no/ one poet except /ho author of' the
C087i." 77 Now, softly, ye ardent and zealous admirers of these tyro
poets,* as the Abbe will have them to be; why are ye thus h
stricken and incensed at his cool assertion? Will ye not recoil̂
Gregoire, although an abbe, is yet but a man, a poor fallible bee;

that when he said this, he must, peradventure, have walked, or

and should have been awaked ? But, descendants of David and the

prophets, hath he not given your nation one poo/, and does not this satisfy

you? As for us, sure are we, that could you have spoken with M.

L'Abbe before he gaye his work to the world, he would, if only from

motives of compassion (for you who can only boast of havin I on!

poet in about three thousand years, a7e objects of compassion), or if onl y

from a sentiment of that politesse which is one of the attributes of la

g7a,nde nation—yes, we are sure, that he would have had 1"

jection to increase the number of your national poets to two,

so doing he should be constrained to account as such, thai

unphilosophical scribbler, R. Selomoh ben Gabirol— I 
coive,

Philo, that even this explanation doth not please thee. Yo 
! , Only

consider for a moment his inconsistency 1 Why, in his notes to t.

very work, he holds up, for the particular admiration 
of his

beautiful specimen of the didactic poetry of our peop
le, the " Bechinoth

Olam" of Badrashi, filling with it nearly two 
pages of small

And mark now his illiberality. Does he notsay, " 
The Sym

produced a kind of mythology, which, is not p
leasant enoi

up for its stupidity." True 1 and this passage, we conceh

ten in the same spirit which dictated his remarks 
on the position 1 .i

and estimable women of our race. For, 
notwithstanding th 1 hi him•

* It is very doubtful, however, whether those 
who can read their composition

appreciate their beauties, would not feel greatly 
disposed to award the title of excel

lent and gifted poets to R. Abraham Aben Ezra, 
R. Jehudah Alcham, I,

Kimchi.R. Semuel Hannagid, R. 
Bechayi bar Yoseph, R. Berach.ah be.

rony, R. Jehudah Leon di Modena, Emanuel 
ben Selomoh, Joseph Peuso, and a

host of others, of lesser note, but of great 
excellence.



self adduces such facts as prove incontestably the high regard shown

towards them, and although he quotes the assertion of a learned and

esteemed Rabbi,* that the "husband who honours his wife, honours him-

self, since she is his rib, and part of his flesh,"f still the Jews must " think

unfavourably with regard to their women ;" and why say anything to the

contrary 1 There is but little logic in this, to say the least of it. But

how now, impatient Philo? your blood still boils with indignation at the

insult offered your beloved authors. You say, why digress ? why lose

time ? why not confine yourself to the subject which it is your duty now

more immediately to notice? Do you not know what this Abbe, igno-

rant and prejudiced in the matter, has said of our schools and authors

generally ? Ah 1 it is in character with what we have already quoted

from him. He asks, " What then did they formerly produce, those

celebrated academies of Tiberias, Sora, Nahardee, Pombe-Ditha, Peruts

Schibbur, Lunel, &c.,and in our days, those of Sapheta, Thessalonica,

Prague, and Fez ? The latter was always the least absurd. Clenard

found there some men of learning, but in general, instead of enlarging

the boundaries of the human mind, they have consecrated its errors, by

publishing, as dogmas, the flights of a disordered imagination ; and in

that multitude of Rabbis who swell the collection of Bartolloci, we

scarcely find a few good writers handed down with applause to posterity.

For want of better (!) we shall quote Marin Akiba, Maimonides, Kirnki,

Gerson, the light of the French captivity, Aaron ben Chaim, Juda-

Chiug, Abenezra, Abrabanel, Aaron ben Joseph, a Caraite doctor, Elia&

the Levite, Orobio, and the virtuous Menasseh. If we, however, ex-

tract from their writings what sound reason might deign to acknowledge,

what an abundant collection of nonsense and error would remain," &c.

But has not even the poet been misled by prejudice? Ay, even that

delightful poet, Cowper, has given utterance to sentiments which never

would have been his, had he been duly informed. In his poem called

" Expostulation," he exclaims :

" Such, when the teacher of his church was there,
People and priest, the sons of Israel were ;
Stiff in the letter, lax in the design
And import of their oracles divine ;
Their learning legendary, false, absurd,
And yet exalted above God's own word;
They drew a curse from an intended good,
Puffed up with gifts they never understood."

* Cardoso in Las Excellencias de 10s Hebreos.
f El marido que honra &, su muger, honra h si propria, que cs hechura de su carne

y 6u costilla.
(To be continued.)



LETTER FROM REV. JACOB ROSENFELD, OF CHARLESTON.

Charleston, S. C. 24th Kislev, 5609.
Rev. Isaac Leeser, Philadelphia:
Reverend Sir and Colleague,—In the November number of the Occi-

dent, you very emphatically and urgently suggested that a convention
of Jewish ministers be holden in New York, for the purpose of devising
a plan how to establish a uniformity in our sacred customs, our mode
of worship, and religious education, &c. In the last number of your
valuable journal, you published a circular from Dr. Wise, of Albany,
to the same effect, but intended more particularly to be a " solemn call"
to the ministers of the Hebrew congregations throughout the Union, and
to such laymen as are learned, and take an interest in the sacred cause

of our holy religion, to join said convention, and to give their opinions

on this very important subject. The manner, in which Dr. W. calls
for the assistance of his colabourers in the vineyard, is too solemn and

too earnest as to allow a sufficient excuse even to the most modest for

silence, when silence may be looked upon as indifference. I therefore

deem it the duty of every individual whom circumstances have placed

at the head of a congregation, however small, and who feels the re־

sponsibility of such a post, to state his opinions in this matter, and it i

to be hoped, that you, the principal organ, will give it due reflection,

.כקטן כגדול תשמעו ן
Taking all this in consideration, I shall not hesitate making

remarks on this very serious subject, and state to you my objections to

the plan proposed. Before entering, however, on any 
particulars, alio*

me to assure you that I have given your proposition mature reflect"

and that I should look upon such a convention, if practicable, 
1

most effectual means of promoting Judaism throughout this 
c

and establishing that, uniformity in all our religious concerns, 
as well

promulgating true religious principles amongst our 
brethren, b

of a judicious, religious education, which must ultimately 
be productive

of the happiest results. But, sir, allow me to call 
your attention to

certain facts which you and Dr. W. seem to 
have overlooked, a.

which may tend not only to counteract or even 
overthrow your noWe

designs, but, what is more, may produce 
many a schism in congrega-

tions which are at present united and prosperous

In the first place, you must not forget that 
if a con ~ a

practicable in Germany, France, or other 
countries ot Europe,

THE PROPOSED ASSEMBLY.



because the Jewish ministers there are, for the most part, invested with

some power from the government of said countries, to enact such laws,

and make such regulations respecting Synagogue discipline and 
other

religious matters, as they may deem wholesome or 
necessary. In this

country it is different, the Jewish minister is but a dead letter, 
because

all matters of the congregation, even such points of religion which

require deep learning, are decided by a majority of the members,

whether they understand anything about it, or whether they take the

least interest in it or not. The minister in this country is therefore,

properly speaking, governed by his flock, instead of his leading them ;

and consequently you will easily perceive that you have applied for

assistance to persons who have the will, but not the power to promote

the undertaking.
Secondly, the Jewish ministers in this country are generally appointed

or elected by a majority of members for the short space of one, two, 
or

five years, during which time it is necessary that they study 
the wishes

of every individual member, and endeavour to satisfy all (if such a 
thing

be at all possible), both privately and publicly, lest at the exp
iration of

the appointed time they be discharged by the majority on 
some pre-

tence or other, and thus lose the means of procuring a living for 
them-

selves and families. Now, sir, you will easily see in what 
predicament

your united " call" has placed a number of men whose will 
is no doubt

with you, but who are altogether powerless to do aught, except 
to give

a feeble advice, and even that not, should it happen that a 
majority of

members be against it, for fear of endangering their situation.

Supposing any minister should wish to join your convention, 
and

after applying to his congregation he be refused. Would you 
think it

advisable to join nevertheless? Suppose he obtains permission 
from a

portion of the members, would you be satisfied that the others 
be forced

to submit, and thus create strife and contention amongst 
them? And

grant that he joins with the unanimous consent of the congregation
, and

yet they are opposed to the proceedings of the convention, 
and thus

prevent the minister from carrying into effect what was 
considered

wholesome or necessary, what good can such a convention do? 
And,

farther, who is to defray the travelling expenses, 
if the congregation

should be unwilling or unable to do so? These and other 
obstacles have

presented themselves to my view, and they must necessarily 
be removed

if you wish to succeed; but as this would be, 
according to my feeble

judgment, a very difficult task, I would suggest 
to you another plan

which, I think, wdll operate better, and which I 
recommend to your

consideration.
I would suggest to get up a convention of as 

many congregations as



you could conveniently get at the North, who shall send their ministers
as delegates, and who, so it shall be understood, will
rules and regulations which the convention should deem pr< p
These delegates should meet at New York or Philadel]
possible, and appoint a committee, which, in the י
tion, are to invite all other congregations of the United S
by letter, to join said convention, and send their ministers
These letters are to be directed to the respective Pan 1
ferent congregations, who shall convene their member 1
the object of the convention, which shall be full;,
in the letters of the committee; those congreg 1
nhnously agree to join, and send their minist!
be accepted; those, on the contrary, v.
and a minority be overruled and forced to subn
not be accepted. For, it shall be distinctly unci•
shall arise through this convention, whose ; י :id not

to separate; and the greatest precaution should I

upon the feelings of a minority in matters of faith

to yield, where perhaps conscience dictates otb.ee

dear sir, the minister will be free of all blame, : d

the good cause, than if made responsib t, whilst

members of congregations will more readily yiel!

exercise their right of voting in the matter, a id 10

I hope you will give this due reflection, and

if my views on the subject are erroneous, or tin

ticable. With the fervent prayer that the Almigh

life, health, and strength to accomplish much ן

and promulgate true religion amongst our b

in this country,
I remain, dear sir,

Your friend am

LETTER I.

ON THE FORMATION OF A CNI0N OF THE
ISRAELITES IN THE UBITED

BY MR. A. A. KUDO, 01

In th־ Occident for December 
last, under the I

ites,"th־ reverend editor and Dr. Wis־ 
pro,

object of which is "to bring together 11־ 
ת
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dom and knowledge, to consider what should be done for the union,
welfare, and progress of Israel."

Skilful physicians, when called in to a patient, first examine care-
fully the symptoms that present themselves; thence, tracing the disease
to its primary cause, they are enabled to prescribe the proper remedies.
The reverend and learned gentlemen have pursued this judicious

course ; they have straightforwardly and manfully exposed to view
those symptoms that constitute a state of spiritual disease in the Jewish
community, and far from blaming, every right-thinking individual will
applaud and thank them for having done so; for who among us can
deny the existence of circumstances that indicate anything but a sound
and healthy state for a people, consecrated, as ours have been, to the
service of the Eternal? who, except such as deem it a li ght matter to
subject themselves to be rebuked, as were our forefathers, by Him who
neither sleeps or slumbers : " Hear ye deaf, and look ye blind , that ye
may sec ; who is blind but my servant? or deaf, as my messenger that
I send ? who is blind as he that is perfect, and blind as the Lord's ser-
vant? seeing many things, but thou observest not ; opening the ears,
but he heareth not?"
As a means through which to supply the remedies required by the

exigencies of the case, a union of the congregations in these states is

suggested.
A public call has been made for all to express, through the Occident,

their sentiments upon so important a proposition.
In obedience to that call, and in compliance with the wish of friends,

these letters are put forth; their author therefore trusts they will expe-

rience that indulgence he is sensible they will need. His ideas, opinions,

and suggestions will be taken for as much only as they are worth ;

and his object being solely to assist his coreligionists in coming to just

conclusions on the union in question, he will greatly rejoice at the

appearance of other and better views than his for throwing light upon

the subject.
Such are his feelings, and by such will all, doubtless, be actuated,

when publishing their thoughts, and when assembled for deliberation.

The symptoms of an unsatisfactory state having been fairly placed

before us, in order properly to estimate the value of a union of the con-

gregations as a remedial measure, it may prove neither uninstructive

nor uninteresting to trace those symptoms to their primary cause.

The French Revolution, of 1789, was mainly brought about by the

wide dissemination of the writings of several talented individuals of that

country, whose advocacy of free principles, and attack on oppression in



all its hues and shapes, attracted universal attention, and gained almost
universal applause ; as a proof that such was the case, we may refer to
the war waged by revolutionary France against the rest of Europe,
being styled, and not inaptly, "a war of principles."
One thing only was wanted to entitle the French nation to be hailed

as the benefactors of the human race; that thing was religion. Th
repudiated religion altogether; they would have nothing to do with 11 i
The shafts of wit and ridicule were unceasingly employed to bring it

into disrepute ; it was held up as the cause of all that fanaticism, op-
pression, intolerance, ignorance, and cruelty that had for ages desoli
the earth.
This is neither the time nor place for examining the justness of

charges against religion, nor to trace the grounds upon which so ma
individuals of confessedly benevolent dispositions attacked indiscrimi-
nately all religions based on a Divine revelation, or it might be shown
that their cause would have lost nothing of its strength, had they avo'
it to be founded on the Divine principles entrusted to our keeping.
There was, however, a mighty impediment to their adoptin

and judicious a course—we could not be divested of our high office
which we are especially appointed to unfold to the world the bann<
just and righteous principles, as the gift of a beneficent God to all men
There would consequently have been a necessity for recognising thi

being our high destiny ; but to honour thus a people that had hith!

been vilified and calumniated on all sides was, apparently, t

nanimous an act for human weakness to perform.
It was therefore something more censurable than error, \ u

individuals assumed that through their superior moral pei

the exercise of their mental powers, they had acquired a

the equitable rights of man; whereas, there can be little doubt tl

whatever just notions they possessed upon the subject, tl.

debted to the revelation they affected to despise.

The shocking effects of causing men to cast aside that

morals, justice, mercy and benevolence, are too well known

being repeated here.
Thus the good the widely disseminating of sound pre

tined eventually to effect, was, unfortunately, mixed up with 
ז

cannot fail, in the meantime, to produce much evil.

obedience to some mysterious law of our nature , when "
state from error to truth, which, however, we cannot 

,

the matter immediately in hand being to show th,

discussing of civil and religious principles, so prevalent



Revolution, bears to the circumstances that have been brought under 
our

notice, and which are certainly anything but satisfactory 
for a com-

munity whose very existence, as such, is inseparably connected 
with its

religion.
Among the many dangers our nation has been exposed to, 

since the

termination of the Babylonish captivity, not the least in magnitude 
has

been that of their being unavoidably subjected to all sorts 
of external

influences, at variance with their own religious and moral princip
les;

and it has been one of our most besetting sins, to exhi
bit a too ready

disposition to be affected by those influences.

It was in order to preserve from danger the great trust that 
had been

confided to our nation by its God, that the faithful shepherds 
of ancient

days surrounded the Law with those multifarious observances 
to which

the term " fences of the Law," has been, not improperly, app
lied ; for,

while.their effect was to occasion the laws, statutes, 
commandments, and

precepts of the written Law to be kept constantly in view, 
they served,

likewise, to render more difficult any intercourse with the peop
le among

whom we have been dispersed, and by whose false worships, 
unrighteous

principles, and immoral practices we might be contamin
ated.

The wisdom and foresight of those who thus provided against 
an im־

minent danger, has been signally proved.

On the extinction of the great schools, over each of which had 
pre-

sided one or other of the eminent and pious men of our 
nation, the con-

gregations, scattered every where, were left to the sole 
supervision of

elders chosen from among themselves, with, sometimes a 
competent ex-

pounder of the Law at their head, whose respective duties 
were to

watch over and promote the spiritual and temporal well-being 
of their

congregation—duties, comparatively easy of performance in those days;

for, under the discipline of their numerous observances, 
our people, with

scarcely any exception since their dispersion, and until only 
within the

last few years, had ever observed their law, respected the 
teachings of

their spiritual guides, and, to the utmost of their power 
endeavoured to

think, and act in accordance with the requirements of their 
religion.

It is a circumstance worthy to be noticed, that the object 
contem-

plated by those fences of the law was singularly enoug
h promoted by

the illiberal policy, oppression, or by whatsoever other term it 
may be

designated, which caused nearly, if not all the nations to 
interdict our

people, dwelling in any but a certain quarter of the cities 
to which they

bad resorted—to forbid their intermarrying, or even holding 
intercourse

of any kind with the other inhabitants, and to close the door 
against

them, of every respectable and honourable profession; 
for these strin־



gent regulations contributed, in no slight degree, to keep them out of the
sphere of those influences against which the utmost anxiety had bei e,
evinced to preserve them.
But the time did come when the public voice was loud

against acts, disgraceful even to a period of the greatest mental .lurk-
ness; and it is not to be wondered at that, wincing under
oppressions, and insults which, for ages, had been dealt out ;th -
out measure, our people, should have been among the first
with thrilling transport the sound of that note which denounced such
acts as crimes against humanity.
And who shall say, that this may not have been thei r !•: ? ?

having so long a period, and under every temptation and 11
formed the service to which they had been appointed., in firmlj adh 1

to their Law, and faithfully preserving it in all its integrity , unti

proved the means not only of freeing themselves from ope

enabling them to take their proper position in society, but, lib י
exciting so universal a detestation for cruelty and opp

render it henceforward dangerous, if not impossible, for an;

yet, only half-civilized governments or people to attempt

of acts, such as had been too long and generally pen' 
: !!!-

punity in the world ?
But was it sure there would be no reaction 1

Was there not as much evil as had ever been pro 11

of religion to be apprehended from a total dissolution

social state—from the disruption of the most sacred tie

of nature, through the abandoning of the Divine guidai 
1een

graciously vouchsafed to man, and the consequent substitu I i י 
1

in the place of rational liberty? Yes, certainly there

ders of the congregations ought, at that critical juncu 1

alive to this new danger.
In the delirium of their joy, it would appear they

but to their great, good, and ever watchful God I

this deliverance.
Before Him, they ought to have called upon 

tl

prostrate themselves, and pour out the overflown:

thanksgiving for that through the spreading of 
th

embodied in his Law, so great a change for 
the belter ba

denly and, as it were, miraculously wroug
ht in their

The history of our nation ought to have 
in

dians of Israel the necessity of using every 
pre:

members becoming infected with the 
dangerous י ,ן

48*



since, so largely mixed up, and as widely disseminated with those others,
which we Jews cannot but approve; since, so far from being new to us,
they are the same for the preservation of which thousands, ay, mil "
lions of our people have bled and died.

It ought to have been pointed out to the congregations, that as consei־'־
vators of the sublime truths and principles confided to our care, it would
ill become us to assist, with sacrilegious hands, in undermining the sacred
foundation upon which they stood. That as the good with which we
had been visited was clearly traceable to the convictions those truths
and principles had produced in the world, it would be nothing short of
madness in us to join, in decrying their source—that we should beware,
lest by our folly we contributed to bring about such a state of things as
might subject us to a severe, but just retribution.

It might, in short, have been shown, that the end is not yet—that if
all other nations and states—all other worships—all other systems of
philosophy were destined, from their inherent imperfections, to decay
and pass away, it had been decreed by the highest Authority that our
nation, our religion, and the philosophy it embodies shall survive as the
means appointed by the Supreme Ruler of the Universe for the regene-
ration of man.
But it is to be feared that our elders slept at their post, or were borne

ajong with the stream ; for the marked difference between the feelings,
sentiments, and opinions of the present generation of Jews, and what
prevailed no longer back than fifty or sixty years, too clearly proves,
that the principles of deists, atheists, and sceptics, and the example of
the worldly-minded have exerted, to a fearful degree, their influence
upon many among us.
This was strikingly witnessed, when, it being impossible any longer

to overlook this state of things, a meeting of Rabbis was held in Ger-
many, at which such irreverent opinions were openly avowed, and such
disposition displayed for removing almost every landmark of Judaism,
as occasioned those of that meeting who held to, and appreciated the
religion of their fathers, to withdraw, that they might not, by their pre-
sence, appear to countenance even the expression of such sentiments.
The symptoms that constitute a state of spiritual disease in the Jew-

ish community have now been traced to their primary cause. These
symptoms present the patient under an aspect for which Jewish history
affords no parallel. Hitherto, the chief crime of our nation consisted
in abandoning the faith of their fathers to embrace the false, impure
worship of idolaters.
Now, our plague-spot lies in the proneness of many, still affecting



to belong to the house of Israel, to cast off religion altogether; in their
downright denial of and avowed disbelief in a divine revelation, ther b
betraying the grossest ignorance of their own history and that of other
nations, from the remotest antiquity to the present time, as well as of
the great mission to which we have been appointed—an ignorance, the
less excusable in them, when the finest minds of the age, men of in.
doubted learning and research, not of our faith, but unshackled by any
prejudices whatever, concur in proclaiming the impossibility of shut:
the eyes to the palpable fact, that our nation has truly been selected
from all mankind to serve some great purpose in the Divine economy.
To this ignorance, or to some more culpable cause, may be ascribe•!I

the absence in many of all religious feeling; the lightness with which
some abandon our faith, to take upon them another in which th< ־
lieve as little as they did in their own ; the attempts to disturb tin
and harmony, and break up the religious unity of the nation, 1
introduction of innovations on our established laws, forms, and customs ;

the rendering of nationality and brotherhood, terms withou

meaning.
Is this an exaggerated portrait? or are we not, unhappil y, c

to confess that it represents, too faithfully, the actual state of' tie

The question then arises, By what means shall that state be

died ? farther evils, that may justly be apprehended, averted

important objects for promoting' the spiritual and temporal wel

the community, be effectually accomplished I

One thing is certain, we can remain inactive no longer. If 1

value their religion will not move, will those who are the cause?

call upon us stop where they are?—will they not rather b<

by a continuance of the prevailing apathy and. 
torpor, to pe

courses highly prejudicial to themselves and to our whole 
b<

not those who are zealous for their faith, perceive that 
tie ? :

interest, and their honour 'demand of them to spring 
to thei

as one man, resolve that so unsatisfactory a state 
of things shal

longer continue to be a reproach upon us?

Let us then as men rouse ourselves to action
—respond, as wee

to the call made, upon as—attend the proposed 
meetie

hearts devoted to the service of Him whose 
great bounties at

we are now partaking of largely, and 
prove ourselves his serve

deed, by performing in all sincerity, 
when there met, the part he

assigned us in his beneficent plan for the 
government of man .

If the writer of these letters 
understands rightl y what

him and of others on the present 
occasion-if he mistakes not



of the proposed meeting : he will not apprehend being considered 
as at

all infringing upon its freedom of discussion, nor of its action, by sug-

gesting that, in order to its terminating• in some beneficial re'sult, and

not as did that of the Rabbi's in Germany, it may be indispensably ne-

cessary to take means, previously, for making it clearly understood,

that as a rule or principle, upon which its deliberations are to be con-

ducted, neither the avowal of sentiments, nor the introduction of 
propo-

sitions at variance with the recognised religious principles, opinions, 
and

customs, of the great body of the nation, be thereat permitted.

It is an established principle in Judaism, that no law, 
custom, or

form, recognised by, and therefore considered binding 
on the whole

nation, can be altered or abrogated, nor can any other be 
added, unless

by an authority equal to that by which they were orig
inally established.

The value of this principle cannot be overrated ; it has 
operated to

maintain the religious unity of the nation—preserving it from 
being

split, as other religious systems have been into innumerable 
sects, and

upon points often of comparatively minor importance, 
each entertaining

the bitterest feelings against the others.

On the present occasion, it will contribute to promote peace, 
harmony,

and good feelings, in the breasts of all—to keep their minds 
free to be

steadily fixed on the substantial improvements so much 
needed by ex-

isting circumstances, in the accomplishing of which, 
instead of proving

an impediment, the wisely adhering to it will be found 
eminently con-

rl nn1\7e*ducive.
An opportunity may hereafter be taken for impressing 

upon those

who may at present question the suitableness of this princip
le to the

enlightenment of the age, that instead of its subjecting 
us to being

" priest-ridden," as might be their war-cry to frig
hten us from our pro-

priety, it has been a powerful instrument to preserve us from 
the degra-

dation, which that somewhat hackneyed term implies.

At the very instant of committing to paper the immediately 
foregoing

sentiments, the Occident for January reached the writer, and he 
is happy

to perceive in it the perfect coincidence between his views and the

reverend editor's remarks, and moreover his pledges upon 
this all-im-

portant point, well calculated to re-assure the most timid and 
scrupulous,

that nothing hurtful need be apprehended ; but, on the contrary, 
much

good may be expected to result from the meeting in question, 
which as

Mr. Leeser justly observes, is not to be of a legislative, 
but rather of a

suggestive and advisory character.
The duties obligatory on all who are of our faith, may be 

comprised

under the three following heads :



1. That it is incumbent upon every portion of our people, wherever
situated, to resort to such judicious means as may be in their power, not

only for preserving its members in the faith of their fathers, but also for

maintaining the religious unity of the nation against any attempt at

schism among them.
2. That it is likewise their bounden duty, through the adoption ofJ' 0 " j,""" v,4

appropriate measures, to provide that their members be well grounded

in the knowledge of their religion, and of the high purposes for which

they hold it in trust, that their disposition and character be formed upon

it, and their conduct such as shall accord with its divine requirements.

3. That it is equally obligatory upon them, sedulously to watch

and promote the temporal well-being of their members.

Few as are these propositions, they involve matters of such ma

tude and consequence, as must at once cause to be perceived the unrea-

sonableness of expecting that, under existing circumstances, the

be met by the sole efforts of the respective Synagogue 
constituted an•

V1nv11־1 .1A<jthorities־
Our numbers in these states are now far from being 

inconsiderable ;

they will doubtless be greatly augmented every year ; 
an addition.

powerful reason for urging us to have recourse to 
centralizati

concentration of our strength, whether consisting of p
iety, knô

talent, ability, 01* influence, in order that Judaism 
may exhibit its! If b

the world, what it truly is, " an imperishable sp
irit."

If then it may, without offence, be anticipated that 
for realizit his

interesting, this great, holy, and sacred object
, the meeting will n

to recommend "The formation of a Union 
of the Congregations of

raelites in the United States," the writer of 
this letter will deem il his

duty, provided the reverend editor deem 
them worthy of ins.

Occident, to pursue the subject, by submitting 
in his fi

thoughts on the effects likely to be produced 
by such union

that may be proposed to be attained throug
h it, and the mean

they might be accomplished. He may 
likewise add a few .

"Aviptl + nhnn o-nrl "-\vrvCl til '7 rt '11 PMconstitution and organization.

Announcing his purpose to occupy 
30 large a field, he i־

may subject him to be thought desiring 
to forestall other

fident, however, that he will be 
immediately acquitted of a

generous intention, on his stating his 
motives to be, tie,! I

course he contemplates will have its use ; for 
what he may p

fbre the meeting takes place, may 
be found to con:

,

jections of different classes ;-that 
he may not be able to

meeting, in which case his published 
sentiments and ideas n

to represent him at it; and finally, 
that the uncertain tenure 1



life is held, admonishes not to postpone to a future period what can
be done to-day, and that consequently he ought at once to put his co-
religionists in possession of any ideas he conceives might prove useful
to them on the present interesting and important occasion.

A. A. Lindo.
Cincinnati, January 5609, 1849.

(Published by order of the Society.)

TO THE MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN JEWISH PUBLICATION SOCIETV.

Your Committee on presenting their Third Annual Report, deeply
regret at being unable to offer any very flattering picture of their action
in the past year. Up to the present moment they have been able to
issue but two numbers of the Miscellany, to wit : No. 10, being the con-
elusion of Patriarchal Times, and No. 11, being part second of'the Path
of Israel. Nos. 12 and 13* containing a reprint of Miss Grace A guilar's
Spirit of Judaism, are in the printer's hands, and will be issued and
furnished to the contributors and members of the third year of your
Society without delay. Owing to the absence from this country of one of
the members of the Committee for a considerable portion of the year, we
had but few meetings, which were also rendered useless by the low
state of the treasury, or else we should have adopted the alternative
presented by the By-laws, of appointing a temporary member to act in
conjunction with the members in the city ; and since the Committee
met and decided on the work to be published, a singular and unfore-
seen circumstance has prevented us from issuing it as promptly as we
could readil y have done ; and this was the impossibility of procuring
the paper of the size which the Miscellany has hitherto been printed,
owing to the low state of water in several of the creeks which supply
paper-mills in this vicinity. Singular as this reason for the delay may
appear, it is nevertheless strictly in accordance with the fact, and it
will thus be seen, that something of which not one of your body may
have thought, has materially interfered with our operations. A cir-
cumstance of the kind may, however, never occur again, and we hope
that our members will be satisfied with this explanation.
The Treasurer's report will give you a statement of the receipts and

expenditures, the former of which have been much lighter than they
ought to have been, owing to the little sympathy exhibited towards our

* These numbers have been issued since the presentation of the above report.

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLICATION
COMMITTEE,
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enterprise by the leading men in the various congregations. It is to be
regretted that American Israelites do not see The"importance of en-
couragmg Jewish literature. Nothing so elevates a people as a high
standard of education and knowledge; hence the school and the press
should go hand in hand to lift up the Hebrew people from their former
depressed state. The world has awakened to a new light, and the
principles of civil and religious liberty are taking so deep a root that
they appear destined to advance with rapid strides to a sure and easy
victory. All sorts of opinions are therefore buckling on their armour to
make themselves felt and respected, to obtain a share in the dominion
over the minds of men. How grievous a spectacle is it then to see the
Jews alone stand still, and this in this country, in free America, wl
no civil or military power can arresfthe schoolmaster or shackle the
press. The engine for lifting up the mind is ready to our hand ,־ but
will we grasp it ? This is the question, and your Committee deplor י
be compelled to say, that, hitherto it has not been laid hold of in 11 ־
good will by our brethren ; whereas, the partial success that lies
attended the few who have employed it, amply proves that a brill '
result would ensue were the masses only to second the honest' ell'
of those who are willing to labou r in the holy cause. We call it holy,
because on the progress of knowledge depends the spread of godliness,
which will secure the peace and happiness of mankind. They, tie
fore, who are willing and able to diffuse the knowledge of good thin
eminently deserve the encouragement of all who feel it a privilege
being Israelites, who are not merely Jews because their parents were
so before them, but because they have themselves felt the happin
an enlightened faith and a well established rule of life. Our
is eminently a free and social system ; it is eminently one of high
reason and intellect; and hence, as true lovers of liberty and intelli-

gence, we should labour steadily to diffuse it at least among those who

are with us, belonging to the household of Israel. Our So?: '
commenced to scatter°books of a good tendency far and wide 1

land, to induce all, even children, to read, and thus to 
acquire

ceptibly a stock of good ideas. Your Committee flatter 
themselv!

they have truly fulfilled the task imposed on them by 
your

ment, in duly mixing the serious and the amusing, 
the grave: am! י

lighter literature, so as to satisfy all tastes, which 
is amp l y prove.

the fact that all the treatises already issued have been 
pronouno

one or the other the best of the series. This qualified comrnendut

is the best approval your Committee could hope 
for, and should t

again be called upon to be active in the. field 
in יי.

hitherto laboured, they pledge themselves to 
use the best fruit,

intellect to give you and the public satisfaction.

Your Committee do not deem it their 
business to travel -

path so far as to offer you plans for future 
operation ; they w

!ore conclude now with the hope that all 
Israelite may be mducec1 to

strengthen the hands of the managers 
of our Society so h?

may be enabled to make our association 
in good truft a ble

American Israelites, and be the means 
of turni ng' man .,



kingdom of Heaven, for their own individual prosperity, and to render
them good citizens of out' free and beloved republic.

Isaac Leeser, Chairman.
A. Hart.
S. S0LIS.

Philadelphia, November 5th, Heshwan 9th, 5609.

Philadelphia.—The seventh Anniversary Charity Ball took place,
in accordance with the arrangements on the evening of the 17th of
.January. It was under the direction of Messrs. Samuel Hart, Marcus
Cauffman, Joseph Newhouse, L. J. Lebernan, Jacob Langsdorff, Isidore
Binswanger, Edwin S. Elfelt, Lewis M. Allen, Alfred T. Jones, E. Hart,
S. W. Arnold, and H, S. Allen. As usual hitherto, everything was
done, by the above gentlemen, so to arrange the festivities, that universal
approbation was obtained ; and the surplus for various charity funds
we believe is about five hundred dollars. We could have wished for a
larger amount ; but the difficulties the managers had to encounter fully
justified them in incurring heavier expenses than usual. The Christian
gentlemen and ladies, who, as always hitherto, were present in larger
numbers than Israelites, accorded to our friends the highest־ praise for
their efficiency; and sure we are, that no praise could be bestowed
which was not richly deserved. We trust that the same means may
be resorted to again in another season to aid our charities, and that the
gentlemen now so active may not be weary of doing good hereafter.
At the annual election of the Society for the Visitation of the Sick and
Mutual Assistance, the following gentlemen were elected officers for the
following year : H. M. Phillips, President ; Leon Hyneman, Secretary ;
M. Cauffman, Treasurer; and D. Pesoa, H. Polock, M. A. Van Collem,
and Sol. Isaacs, Kabronim.
Louisville.—The congregation in the chief town of Kentucky are

desirous of engaging the services of a competent minister. Application
should be made to Mr. A. Schvabe, the President of the congregation.
St. Louis.—The Israelites of this place have leased, for a period of

seven years, a building formerly used as a Baptist meeting-house, as a
Synagogue, and have fitted it up for public worship. They are, how-
ever, as yet without the services of a regular minister ; but we hope
that they will be enabled before long to supp ly this deficiency.
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